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Bradley Spinelli. Akashic, $15.99 trade paper
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Set in and around San Francisco during the first
Silicon Valley dot-com boom of 1997, this tricky and
delightfully surprising crime novel from Spinelli
(Killing Williamsburg) opens with a loving
Chandleresque description of cigarette smoking
(“By 4:19 the cigarette was burning out in the brown
glass ashtray, sending a lone last tendril of smoke
in a sacred mission to the ceiling”). A second-rate
Pl based in L.A. hires investigator David “Itchy”
Crane to find a missing woman, an artist known
only as Ashley. ltchy soon discovers that Ashley
has been covering canvas after canvas with images
of one subject: himself, home alone in his dining
room, for example, or otherwise in places where no
one else could have known what he was doing.
When the shootings start and the bodies drop, ltchy
learns that the guns involved all carry his
fingerprints. Spinelli deftly segues from one genre
to another—from hard-boiled noir to paranoid
thriller, puzzle mystery (with each and every riddle
logically explained), spy caper, and ultimately to
something evocative of Bogart and Bacall. Spinelli
is definitely a talent to watch. (Mar.)

DETAILS

The Best Books, Emailed Every Week

Tip Sheet!

email address Sign up »

MORE BOOKS YOU'D LIKE

LOUiSE

‘Written iﬁ:ﬂ;e Dark

FivéPoets in the Sieg# of Len

PIBBONS

‘Gennady Gol
Dmitry Maksim
"_Sergey Rudakov
+ Viadimir Sterligo:

" Written in the Dark: Five
Poets in the Siege of
Leningrad

Red Ribbons

=

M
.4‘ T

The Mercv of the Tide

Imaaes for Radical Politics

ADVERTISEMENT

Learn the “Secret”
Techniques of Heifetz,

Milstein, Horowitz and
Glenn Gould...

“Tmporiant readi anyon

m%cd with tgﬁﬂ::ure classical
music and the training of classical
musicians,”

--Bobert | Flanagan, The Perilous
Life of Symphony Orchestras
Papetback-472 pages 7" 2 107

478-0-5969579-0-8 color edition
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